Question ID 359902ae 2.1

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

SAT Reading and Writing Craft and Structure Words in Context 118
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The following text is adapted from Nathaniel Hawthorne's 1837 story “Dr. Heidegger's Experiment.” The main
character, a physician, is experimenting with rehydrating a dried flower.

At first [the rose] lay lightly on the surface of the fluid, appearing to imbibe none of its moisture. Soon,
however, a singular change began to be visible. The crushed and dried petals stirred and assumed a
deepening tinge of crimson, as if the flower were reviving from a deathlike slumber.

As used in the text, what does the phrase “a singular” most nearly mean?

A. A lonely
B. A disagreeable
C. An acceptable

D. An extraordinary

ID: 359902ae Anhswer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer because as used in the text, “singular” most nearly means extraordinary. The text
portrays an experiment in which a character rehydrates a dried rose by infusing it with moisture. After
prolonged contact with the liquid, the rose begins to absorb it, undergoing an exceptional transformation: its
color deepens, its previously “crushed and dried” petals shift, and the entire flower revives “from a deathlike
slumber” In other words, an extraordinary change is visible in the flower.

Choice A is incorrect. Although in some contexts “singular” can mean of or relating to an individual or to a
single instance of something, this usage doesn’t imply loneliness or an otherwise unsatisfactory condition of
isolation. Moreover, the text doesn't attribute such a condition to the rose. Choice B is incorrect. Although
“singular” has several related meanings, none of them relate to being disagreeable or unpleasant. Moreover, the
text doesn't portray the change undergone by the rose as necessarily disagreeable. Choice C is incorrect
because “singular” means extraordinary, not acceptable. The change is portrayed as striking, not barely
satisfactory.
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The work of molecular biophysicist Enrique M. De La Cruz is known for traditional boundaries between

academic disciplines. The university laboratory that De La Cruz runs includes engineers, biologists, chemists, and
physicists, and the research the lab produces makes use of insights and techniques from all those fields.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. epitomizing
B. transcending
C. anticipating

D. reinforcing

ID: 5a278f24 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. Based on the text, we're looking for a word that means something similar to
"mak[ing] use of insights and techniques from all those fields." "Transcending” means "going beyond," so
"transcending traditional boundaries" would mean crossing into all those various fields of research, which is
exactly the meaning we want.

Choice A is incorrect. This isn't a logical word choice. Based on the text, we're looking for a word that means
something similar to "mak[ing] use of insights and techniques from all those fields." To "epitomize" means to
"be a perfect example of," so "epitomizing traditional boundaries"” would mean the opposite of what we want:
keeping the fields of research separate. Choice C is incorrect. This isn't a logical word choice. Based on the
text, we're looking for a word that means something similar to "mak[ing] use of insights and techniques from
all those fields." "Anticipating” means "expecting" or "waiting for," and would result in a confusing sentence
with an unclear meaning. Choice D is incorrect. This isn't a logical word choice. Based on the text, we're
looking for a word that means something similar to "makl[ing] use of insights and techniques from all those
fields." "Reinforcing traditional boundaries” would mean the opposite: keeping the fields of research separate.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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The following text is from F. Scott Fitzgerald's 1925 novel The Great Gatsby.

[Jay Gatsby] was balancing himself on the dashboard of his car with that resourcefulness of movement that is so
peculiarly American—that comes, | suppose, with the absence of lifting work in youth and, even more, with the
formless grace of our nervous, sporadic games. This gquality was continually breaking through his punctilious
manner in the shape of restlessness.

As used in the text, what does the word “quality” most nearly mean?

A. Standard
B. Prestige
C. Characteristic

D. Accomplishment

ID: 92244886 Answer

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. “This quality” refers to Gatsby's “resourcefulness of movement,” which is described as a
characteristic or trait of his.

Choice A is incorrect. This isn't what “quality” means in this context. Here, “this quality” refers to Gatsby’s
“resourcefulness of movement,” which is described as a characteristic or trait of his. “Standard” is a synonym for a
different definition of “quality”: the degree of excellence of something. Choice B is incorrect. This isn't what “quality”
means in this context. Here, “this quality” refers to Gatsby's “resourcefulness of movement,” which is described as a
characteristic or trait of his. “Prestige” would suggest a high status or an admirable reputation, which doesn’'t match
that description. Choice D is incorrect. This isn't what “quality” means in this context. Here, “this quality” refers to
Gatsby’s “resourcefulness of movement,” which is described as a characteristic or trait of his. “Accomplishment”
would suggest an achievement, which doesn’t match that description.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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To develop a method for measuring snow depth with laser beams, NASA physicist Yongxiang Hu relied on ;
identifying broad similarities between two seemingly different phenomena, Hu used information about how ants move
inside colonies to calculate how the particles of light that make up laser beams travel through snow.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. a collaboration
B. an accessory
C. a contradiction

D. an analogy

ID: e8c26398 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The text after the semicolon tells us that Hu "identif[ied] broad similarities between two
seemingly different phenomena,’ comparing ants with light particles. Since an analogy seeks similarities between
seemingly unrelated phenomena, this fits the context perfectly.

Choice A is incorrect. "A collaboration" refers to "an act of working with others," but what comes after the semicolon
doesn't describe collaboration with other researchers. Instead, it shows a comparison between two different (but
ultimately similar) scientific phenomena. Choice B is incorrect. "An accessory" can refer to "something added to
increase attractiveness or usefulness." No accessories are described in this text. Choice C is incorrect. "A
contradiction” means "a set of ideas or things that are opposed to or inconsistent with each other." The text
describes how Hu used the similarity between ant and light particle movement to develop his method, so a word
that refers to difference would not make sense here.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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A journalist and well-respected art critic of nineteenth-century Britain, Lady Elizabeth Rigby Eastlake did not hesitate to
publish reviews that went against popular opinion. One of her most divisive works was an essay questioning the idea of
photography as an emerging medium for fine art: in the essay, Eastlake
informational rather than creative.

L] In

that the value of photographs was

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. exposed
B. asserted
C. discovered

D. doubted

ID: 8b46bb51 Answer

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. "Asserted" means "stated confidently." Eastlake "did not hesitate to publish reviews
going against popular opinion,’ so we can assume that she was confident in sharing her opinions.

Choice A is incorrect. "Exposed” means "made visible by uncovering" and, when talking about ideas, tends to be
used in relation to uncovering the truth. Eastlake was sharing an opinion, not uncovering a truth. Choice C is
incorrect. "Discovered” means "found," but Eastlake was writing an opinion essay. She was writing her own opinion,
not "discovering" a new universal truth. Choice D is incorrect. "Doubted” means "didn't believe in." We're told that
Eastlake "questioned" the idea that photography could be fine art. Placing "doubted” in the blank would actually
suggest that Eastlake argued that photos were valuable for creativity and not for information, which is the opposite
of what we were told she believes.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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Stephen Hannock's luminous landscape paintings are appealing to viewers but have elicited little commentary from

contemporary critics, a phenomenon that may be due to the very fact that the paintings seem so . Many critics

focus their attention on art that is cryptic or overtly challenging.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. innovative
B. subversive
C. profound

D. accessible

ID: d3cabd59 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. When talking about a thing, “accessible” means “easy to understand.” This sets up the
contrast in the next sentence, which tells us that critics mostly focus on art that is “cryptic or challenging”
(meaning not easy to understand).

Choice A is incorrect. This doesn't fit the logic of the text. The next sentence tells us that critics focus on art that is
mysterious and challenging. If Hannock’s paintings are “innovative” (meaning advanced and original), then critics
probably would comment on them. Choice B is incorrect. This doesn't fit the logic of the text. The next sentence tells
us that critics focus on art that is mysterious and challenging. If Hannock’s paintings are “subversive” (meaning
disruptive and revolutionary), then critics probably would comment on them. Choice C is incorrect. This doesn't fit
the logic of the text. The next sentence tells us that critics focus on art that is mysterious and challenging. If
Hannock'’s paintings are “profound” (meaning very deep and insightful), then critics probably would comment on
them.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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In 2008 a complete set of ancient pessoi (glass game pieces) was uncovered from beneath a paving stone in modern-
day Israel. Due to their small size, pessoi were easily misplaced, making a whole set a rare find. This has led some
experts to suggest that the set may have been buried intentionally; however, without clear evidence, archaeologists are
left to what happened.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. speculate about
B. dismiss
C. expand on

D. catalog

ID: fce80a36 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. "Speculate” means "to form a theory or guess without any clear evidence." This makes
sense because, due to the lack of "clear evidence,’" the archaeologists can only guess how the pessoi set might have
come to be there.

Choice B is incorrect. "Dismiss” can mean "send away" or "treat as unworthy of consideration.”" The text implies that
the archaeologists are trying to figure out the truth—they wouldn't "dismiss" what really happened. Choice C is
incorrect. "Expand on" means "give more details about,’ but there aren’t any details to give. Without any "clear
evidence," the archaeologists can't give any more details. Choice D is incorrect. "Catalog” means "carefully record" or
"make a list of." However, there’s no "clear evidence," so there’s no real information to "catalog."

Question Difficulty: Medium
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The following text is adapted from Zora Neale Hurston's 1921 short story “John Redding Goes to Sea.” John wants to
travel far beyond the village where he lives near his mother, Matty.

[John] had on several occasions attempted to reconcile his mother to the notion, but found it a difficult task. Matty
always took refuge in self-pity and tears. Her son's desires were incomprehensible to her, that was all.

As used in the text, what does the phrase “reconcile his mother to” most nearly mean?

A. Get his mother to accept
B. Get his mother to apologize for
C. Get his mother to match

D. Get his mother to reunite with

ID: 62218353 Answer

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. The expression “reconcile to” means “to cause (a person) to accept something difficult
or disagreeable.” The text suggests that John wants his mother to accept his desire to travel, even though she
doesn’t like that idea.

Choice B is incorrect. This doesn’t make sense. John doesn’t want his mother to apologize for his own desire to
travel—he wants her to accept his desire to travel. Choice C is incorrect. The text doesn't suggest that John wants
his mother to match his desire to travel. Rather, he wants her to accept his desire to travel even though she doesn'’t
like it. Choice D is incorrect. This is tempting, because it seems to pick up on the idea of people “reconciling” after a
fight, but it actually doesn’t make sense. The text never suggests that John's mother was “united with” the idea of
him traveling in the past—if anything, it seems like she’s always been against it. Besides, it would be strange to say
that a person “reunites with” a notion.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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Business researcher Melanie Brucks and colleagues found that remote video conference meetings may be less
conducive to brainstorming than in-person meetings are. The researchers suspect that video meeting participants are
focused on staring at the speaker on the screen and don't allow their eyes or mind to wander as much, which may
ultimately creativity.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. recommend
B. criticize
C. impede

D. construct

ID: d8d1ecaa Answer

Correct Answer: C
Rationale
Choice C is the best answer. The first sentence tells us that video meetings are “less conducive to” (meaning less

good for) brainstorming. This suggests that the video meeting participants’ focus is bad for their creativity. “Impede
means “delay” or “prevent,” which works perfectly in this context.

”

Choice A is incorrect. This choice is too positive to fit the context. The first sentence tells us that video meetings are
“less conducive to” (meaning less good for) brainstorming. This suggests that the video meeting participants’ focus
is bad for their creativity. Choice B is incorrect. This choice doesn’t make sense. The participants’ intense focus on
the screen is the subject of the missing verb. It wouldn't make sense to say that their over-focusing “criticizes” their
creativity. Choice D is incorrect. “Construct” means “build” or “make,” which is too positive to fit the context. The first
sentence tells us that video meetings are “less conducive to” (meaning less good for) brainstorming. This suggests
that the video meeting participants’ focus is bad for their creativity.

Question Difficulty: Medium
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Mineralogical differences are detectable in samples collected from two locations on the near-Earth asteroid Ryugu, but
such differences may not indicate substantial compositional variations in the asteroid. Cosmochemist Kazuhide
Nagashima and colleagues note that at the small scale of the samples, the distribution of minerals is unlikely to be

L] In

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. neglected
B. redundant
C. ongoing

D. uniform

ID: bce627d9 Answer

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The text tells us that the samples are too "small scale” to reflect the composition of the
asteroid, which probably doesn’t show the same variation on a large scale. This suggests that the mineral
composition of the samples are unlikely to be exactly the same from sample to sample.

Choice A is incorrect. "Neglected" means "suffering a lack of proper care” or "abandoned,” which doesn’t work here.
The text never suggests that the distribution of minerals in the samples would be neglected, so this statement
doesn't logically follow. Choice B is incorrect. "Redundant” means "not or no longer useful or needed,” which is too
strong. The text doesn't suggest that the variation between the samples isn't a useful finding at all—just that we
can't assume that the large-scale composition of the asteroid will show the same variation. But the composition of
the samples might be useful for something else. Choice C is incorrect. "Ongoing" means "still in progress," which
doesn't make sense: the distribution of minerals in a sample can'’t be "ongoing."

Question Difficulty: Medium



